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Violinist Monica Germino put her 
stamp on the Andriessen at 75 

festival in and around Washington, 
DC, earlier this year with a violin 
concerto named after Vivaldi’s muse 
and lover Anna Giro, and a violin 
recital in a charged environment of 
electronics, art installations, and 
images with punk-rock bassist/

turned-sound-designer Frank van 
der Weij. 

Armed with a Joannes Baptista 
Ceruti (Cremona, 1802), on perma-
nent loan from the Elise Mathilde 
Foundation, and a custom-made 
electric “violectra,” the Amsterdam-
based American/Dutch musician 
played a major role in the 75th 

birthday celebrations of Dutch com-
poser Louis Andriessen, the 2010 
Grawemeyer Award winner (and also 
her husband). 

The concerts featured music by 
Andriessen, Julia Wolfe, Michael 
Gordon, Kate Moore, Donnacha 
Dennehy, and other friends and col-
leagues. The festival closed with 

the Aeolus Quartet playing Andries-
sen’s complete quartets (all 60 
minutes’ worth). Whether she was 
playing the violin, electric violin, 
adapted violin, whispering, talking, 
or singing, Germino conveyed her 
passion with tour de force virtuosity 
and burning vulnerability. 
 —Laurence Vittes

5 MINUTES WITH MONICA GERMINO
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Blair School of Music 
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, Tennessee 
blair.vanderbilt.edu

Dwayne Sagen,  
Assistant Dean for Admissions
Dwayne.P.Sagen@vanderbilt.edu

(615) 322-6181

• Intensive professional training with a superb 
 liberal arts education—in a place long known 
 to the world as Music City U.S.A.

• Internationally recognized faculty and uniquely 
 personal student teacher ratio—a hallmark of 
 the Blair community

• State-of-the-art classrooms, studios, and 
 performance halls—a new dimension in the 
 learning experience

• Degree programs offered in instrumental  
 and vocal performance, composition, and  
 musical arts—and five-year Bachelor of  
 Music/Master of Education and Bachelor  
 of Music/MBA programs

• Ranked as one of the nation’s top twenty  
 universities The Blair String Quartet: (l–r) Felix Wang, cello; John Kochanowski, viola;  

Cornelia Heard, violin; Stephen Miahky, violin.
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What’s the one thing everyone should 
know about Louis Andriessen?
His music! Everyone should know his music. 
He writes riveting, powerful pieces with 
depth and irony and humor, music that 
packs a punch yet can turn on a dime and 
win listeners over with terrifyingly 
beautiful writing. He is a craftsman and a 
self-confessed thief—in the positive sense 
of the word, of course—stealing from those 
he admires who are often clever thieves 
themselves, like Bach, Stravinsky, Ravel, 
Miles Davis.

What’s the one thing everyone should 
know about Monica Germino?
I have always been open to new sounds, new 
collaborations, and new techniques. I’m not 
afraid of trying almost anything, from run-
ning across a stage while sustaining long 
notes to playing on scaff olding 50 feet high. 

One of the highest compliments I ever 
received was from a colleague who said, 
“You’ve never stopped studying.” For me, 
that’s part of being open, never feeling 
fi nished with anything, always learning.

How did these new violin recital shows 
you are doing with Frank van der Weij 
come about?
It started with the idea of turning the con-
ventional violin recital upside down, reex-
amining preconceptions and expectations. 
A research grant gave us a fl ying start so we 
could try out all kinds of new techniques 
and build a substantial, wonderful—and 
still growing!—collection of new pieces. 

We continue to seek out like-minded 
composers and feel incredibly lucky and 
honored to have such an amazing reper-
toire at our fi ngertips. Frank and I also 
work hard to put on a seamless show. For 
example, between each piece, we show vid-
eos of the composers talking about their 
work.

What do you like about performing with 
Frank van der Weij?
With Frank, I am in control of everything 
from A to Z. I have a hundred diff erent 
things to think about—the lineup of pieces, 
transitions, timing, and the choreography 
of various changes of instruments and gear. 
At the same time, I have to pace myself 
through several wildly diff erent pieces by 
various composers, allow for spontaneity, 

and decide when to take a moment to speak 
to the audience. 

What do you like about performing 
“La Girò?”
It’s a huge challenge: I sing and play, speak, 
scream, whisper, and, of course, play the 
violin. Th is is all done from memory, which 
I love—I feel more free without the barrier 
of a music stand between me and the 
audience. 

What was it like in the hall?
Th e atmosphere was charged. Th e audience 

at the duo show was just incredible—people 
wouldn’t stop clapping and many stayed 
around afterwards asking questions.  A few 
people talked about tearing up during a 
piece by Kate Moore, which I found really 
touching. One piece in particular—Michael 
Gordon’s “Industry”—has many, many fans.

So people are getting it.
People don’t always understand what I’m 
doing right away. 

“You play in a duo with a … sound engi-
neer?” they say. But once they hear the 
results, it’s all clear. It just works. Q 

Robert McDuffie
Center for Strings

T O W N S E N D  S C H O O L  O F  M U S I C
M E R C E R  U N I V E R S I T Y

Amy Schwartz Moretti, Director

“With the music 
profession 
shifting 

at such a rapid pace, 
conservatories owe 
it to their students to 
provide a comprehensive 
music and business-
oriented curriculum 
that will prepare the 
entrepreneurial musician 
for the real world. This 
is the reason I started 
the McDuffie Center                
for Strings.” 

— Robert McDuffie

Auditions: Feb. 22, 2015

music.mercer.edu/mcduffie
1400 Coleman Avenue • Macon, Georgia 31207

crowe_pa@mercer.edu
Mercer University is an accredited member of the 

National Association of Schools of Music.

Distinguished Artists 
of the McDuffie Center
Robert McDuffie, Founder, violin,        

Distinguished University Chair in Music
Amy Schwartz Moretti, Director, violin,         

Strings Chair
David Halen, violin, Concertmaster of the              

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra
Rebecca Albers, viola, Assistant Principal Violist 

of the Minnesota Orchestra
Lawrence Dutton, viola, Emerson String Quartet
Julie Albers, cello, Soloist and Chamber 

Musician, Cello Chair
Hans Jorgen Jensen, cello, Renowned 

Pedagogue
Rachel Calin, double bass, Soloist and     

Chamber Music Performer
Kurt Muroki, double bass, Soloist and  

Chamber Music Performer
Elizabeth Pridgen, piano, Piano Chair
Ward Stare, conductor, Distinguished Artist, 

Conductor of Mercer University Orchestra

Performance-driven education
• led by an unparalleled faculty of 

distinguished artists
• punctuated by regular opportunities to study 

with and perform beside leading artists on 
the international music scene today

• enriched partnerships with the prestigious 
Rome Chamber Music Festival, Aspen 
Music Festival, Brevard Music Festival and 
New World Symphony in Miami
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